
Chart 13:  Decision Tree for Existing Data, Documents, Records, or
Specimens:

Are the existing data, documents, records, or
specimens “on the shelf” prior to the initiation of
this proposed activity?

Are the data, etc.  from a public use/
publically available source? (i.e. has  census
data or other IRB approved public sources)

Are the data anonymous, meaning no linkage back to
any identifiers of the research participants by the PI or
data source

Then the activity does not require IRB review.

If existing data are not
from a public use or are
identifiable in any way
(non-anonymous), then
IRB  review is required.
(Go back to Chart 5)
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