Effects of Education on Female
Crime

Although males still commit the
majority of all crime, female crime
rates have risen dramatically in recent
decades. This paper examines the
effects of educational attainment on
female incarceration and arrest rates.

We estimate that an additional year of
education lowers incarceration rates
among black women by about 0.8
percentage points and white women
by about 0.04 percentage points, on
average.
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We also estimate that a one-year
increase in average education reduces
arrest rates 35.62 percent in violent
crimes and 14.93 percent in property
crimes, on average.
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Among violent crimes the main
effects are on murder and aggravated
assault. Whereas among property
crimes the main effects are on motor
vehicle theft and arson.
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In current research we are combining
the years of education with measures
of quality of education to estimate a
general human capital effect on
crime. As part of this agenda we are
interested in understanding whether
quality and quantity are complements
or substitutes when it comes to
deterring criminal behavior. That is,
can we remedy low quality of
education with more years of
education, or vice versa?
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