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Crystal Ice: The Rise of Drug CartelsCrystal Ice:  The Rise of Drug Cartels C ys ce: e se o ug C e s
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• My project traces the gradual Thi tMy project traces the gradual 
development of Mexico’s narcotics This a greatdevelopment of Mexico s narcotics 

d f h l i h
This a great

trade from the early twentieth 
century to the present, paying closecentury to the present, paying close 
attention to the Mexican state’sattention to the Mexican state s 

i ff d isuppressive efforts and, at times, 
tacit support for the trade. I posittacit support for the trade.  I posit 
that drug cartels emerged fromthat drug cartels emerged from 

i hi h l fi f hwithin the structural confines of the 
political party (PRI) thatpolitical party (PRI) that 
unilaterally ruled Mexico from theunilaterally ruled Mexico from the 
1920 20001920s to 2000.

• Preliminary research has uncovered• Preliminary research has uncovered 
b f li i h da web of complicity that connected 

northern Mexican drug traffickers,northern Mexican drug traffickers, 
state governors military and policestate governors, military and police 

ffi i l d li i i i hofficials, and politicians in the 
creation of drug cartels; and, thecreation of drug cartels; and, the 
fostering of an extremely profitablefostering of an extremely profitable 

i l itransnational narcotics economy. 
This process began during the lateThis process began during the late 
1970s as Andean narcotics1970s as Andean narcotics 

ffi k d f htraffickers moved away from the 
Caribbean toward Mexico asCaribbean toward Mexico as 
primary point of entry into the U Sprimary point of entry into the U.S. 

kmarkets.

• This research yields key findings• This research yields key findings 
li bl t tapplicable to contemporary narco-

wars in Mexico; namely, that a ; y,
clandestine economy of corruptionclandestine economy of corruption 

d t d t land power connects drug cartels 
and ruling political parties in g p p
intimate fashionintimate fashion. 
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