
T t d th Cit W iti Vi t i L dText and the City: Writing Victorian LondonText and the City: Writing Victorian LondonText and the City: Writing Victorian London
Combining literary studies and urban theory this projectCombining literary studies and urban theory, this project g y y, p j
traces the impact of a modern metropolis on some of thetraces the impact of a modern metropolis on some of the p p
i t f f Vi t i lit t f th tsignature forms of Victorian literature from the newspaper tosignature forms of Victorian literature, from the newspaper to 

the no el It f rther arg es that the er notion of dialecticalthe novel. It further argues that the very notion of dialecticalthe novel. It further argues that the very notion of  dialectical 
metropolitan modernity engendered by nineteenth centurymetropolitan modernity engendered by nineteenth-century p y g y y
L d b l i d h h h f d iLondon can be explained through the patterns of productionLondon can be explained through the patterns of production 

d i l ti f it t tand circulation of its texts.and circulation of its texts.

M hi l h i d t f l k dMy archival research examined troves of lesser known andMy archival research examined troves of lesser known and 
ephemeral documents in Victorian literature and urbanephemeral documents in Victorian literature and urban p
hi i l di b d id b ll d i i l ihistory including broadside ballads municipal committeehistory, including broadside ballads, municipal committee  

d l t P li t t i tand select Parliamentary reports, insurance reports,and select Parliamentary reports, insurance reports, 
periodicals guidebooks satiric novels pamphlets andperiodicals, guidebooks, satiric novels, pamphlets, and p , g , , p p ,
sketches from well-known and anonymous contributorssketches from well-known and anonymous contributors.y

hi h i f b k j dThis research informs my current book project By AccidentThis research informs my current book project By Accident y p j y
D i W iti th Vi t i M t li d t bli hor Design: Writing the Victorian Metropolis and establishesor Design: Writing the Victorian Metropolis and establishes  

some groundwork for an upcoming book project on Victoriansome groundwork for an upcoming book project on Victorian g p g p j
telecommunication reconceiving the metropolis not as atelecommunication, reconceiving the metropolis not as a , g p
l b h b h i M l C ll llplace but as what urban theorist Manuel Castells calls anplace but as what urban theorist Manuel Castells calls an 

“i f ti l it ” t k d “ f fl ” I“informational city,” a networked “space of flows.” Ininformational city,  a networked space of flows.  In 
exposing these networks and being transmitted through themexposing these networks and being transmitted through them, 
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