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A. Introduction
Policy 7A-21, Financial Conflict of Interest Disclosure, requires Investigators to submit significant
financial interest disclosures in accordance with the regulations governing their individual proposal
or award. These procedures outline the significant financial interest disclosure requirements of NSF
and supplement FSU’s Financial Conflict of Interest Disclosure Policy.
NSF regulations on conflict of interest are applicable to each Institution that is applying for, or
that receives, NSF research funding by means of a grant or cooperative agreement, and through
implementation of the NSF regulations by the Institution, to each Investigator who is planning to
participate in, or is participating in, such research; provided, however, that the specific subpart of
the NSF regulations does not apply to Small Business Innovation Research (“SBIR”) Program
or Small Business Technology Transfer (“STTR)applications.
B. Definitions
Financial Conflict of Interest (FCOI) means a significant financial interest that could
directly and significantly affect the design, conduct, or reporting of NSF-funded
research.
Financial Interest means anything of monetary value, whether or not the value is readily
ascertainable.
Investigator means the project director or principal investigator and any other person,
regardless of title or position, who is responsible for the design, conduct, or reporting of
research, including collaborators or consultants.
Institutional Official (IO) means the individual within FSU that is responsible for the
solicitation and review of disclosures of significant financial interests of Investigators and
those of the Investigator’s spouse and dependent children related to the Investigator’s
institutional responsibilities. For the purposes of this policy, the Institutional Official
shall be FSU’s Director of Research Compliance Programs.
Significant Financial Interest (SFI) means anything of monetary value, including, but
not limited to, salary or other payments for services (e.g., consulting fees or honoraria);
equity interest (e.g., stocks, stock options or other ownership interests); and intellectual
property rights (e.g., patents, copyrights and royalties from such rights).
The term does not include:
1. Salary, royalties or other remuneration from the applicant organization;
2. Any ownership interests in the organization, if the organization is an applicant under
the Small Business Innovation Research Program or Small Business Technology
Transfer Program;
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3. Income from seminars, lectures, or teaching engagements sponsored by public or
non-profit entities;
4. Income from service on advisory committees or review panels for public or nonprofit
entities;
5. An equity interest that, when aggregated for the investigator and the investigator’s
spouse and dependent children, meets both of the following tests: (i) does not exceed
$10,000 in value as determined through reference to public prices or other reasonable
measures of fair market value; and (ii) does not represent more than a 5% ownership
interest in any single entity; or
6. Salary, royalties or other payments that, when aggregated for the investigator and the
investigator’s spouse and dependent children, are not expected to exceed $10,000
during the prior twelve-month period.
C. Disclosure Requirements
Investigators are required to disclose all SFIs of the Investigator (including those of the
Investigator’s spouse and dependent children) when:
1. The SFI is one that would reasonably appear to be affected by the research or educational
activities funded or proposed for funding by NSF; or in entities whose financial interests
would reasonably appear to be affected by such activities, and
2. The financial interests meet the definition of significant financial interest shown in Section
B above.
When both conditions above are met, Investigators are required to submit a signed Significant
Financial Interests Disclosure Form to the IO prior to the time a proposal is submitted to NSF. In
addition, financial disclosures must be updated as follows:
1. Prior to any expenditures made to a resulting award;
2. During the period of the award on July 1 of each year following initial disclosure; and
3. Within thirty days of discovering or acquiring (e.g., through purchase, marriage, or
inheritance) a new significant financial interest.
Please note that agency regulations prohibit the submission of any proposal where all of the
Investigators on the project have not disclosed significant financial interests as described herein.
Disclosure forms may be submitted via hand delivery, campus mail, or U.S. Postal Service to:
Director, Research Compliance Programs
FSU Office of Research
2021 Westcott North
Tallahassee, FL 32306-1330
Signed and scanned forms may also be submitted via email to Diana Key at dkey@fsu.edu.
These procedures are based on the 2015 version of the NSF Conflict of Interest Regulations, NSF
Proposal and Award Policy and Procedures Guide, Chapter IV.A. (Appendix A).
*****
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APPENDIX A
NSF Conflict of Interest Regulations
2015 NSF Proposal and Award Policy and Procedures Guide, Chapter IV.A.
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