Military Service & Political
Competition in the Roman Republic
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Question 1: What was the relationship between military service
and election to political office in the Roman Republic?
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Cicero Q. Mucius: opposes Pomptinus' triumph

Cicero

Cicero

Stage 1: Find references to “junior officers” Iin the Roman army
(tribuni to
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i i ibuno Carbone, quid de Ti. Gracchi caede sentiret, respondit, Scipio Africanus is asked by Carbo the “tribune™ [type?] what he thought about T. Gracchus' death, and Scipio replies it was just
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Velleius Paterculus

Result 1: “Were Tribuni Militum First Elected In
-1362 or 311 BCE?” Forthcoming, Historia.

—|“.... If we view the right to elect tribunes as a single moment of change at the close of the fourth century, we

| are better able to evaluate this position in terms of Romans’ interest in meritocratic self-representation. The
~-1transfer of the selection of tribunes from commanders to the people implies a nuanced appreciation of how

| men gained power at Rome, an appreciation which it is hard to see In the univalent debates over access to the
consulship that dominate the record for the earlier period. The later fourth century provides a more likely

-1 climate of reform, driven by the generations who experienced the inadequacies of a ‘top-down’ approach to

-4 ascending the ladder of Roman honors.”

~ |Result 2: Subordinated Heroes. Young Men in
_..|the Roman Army (book proposal under
‘|consideration with Oxford University Press).
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