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Rationale & Purpose

A growing body of evidence suggests that disease-related dysfunction of the autonomic
nervous system (ANS) may be an important factor in the motor speech disorder and
overall communication impairment associated with Parkinson’s disease (PD). Further, it
has been postulated that improved ANS function Is a key factor in improvements In speech
production following Intensive speech treatment. However, empirical studies of the
relationship between ANS function and speech motor performance are lacking. Therefore,
the primary purpose of this project is to elucidate the relationship between ANS function
and objective measures of speech motor performance in individuals with PD.
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Preliminary Findings
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