
Nineteenth-Century Sentencing Disparities 
 

Research Questions 
 

Do counties with 
large black 
populations sentence 
more harshly?  
 

Do counties with 
large immigrant 
populations sentence 
more harshly? 
 

“Large” is conservatively 
estimated at the 90th 
percentile for that period. 
(Additional analyses 
examine alternative cut-
offs.) 
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Results 
Black Population:  
certain periods only 
Immigrant Population:  
no significant relationship 

Goal 
Testing contemporary 
theory (group threat 
theory) with historical 
data 

Findings 
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