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Founded in 1851, Florida State University (FSU) is one of the nation’s elite universities. FSU, with the Carnegie Foundation’s highest designation, "Doctoral Universities: Highest Research Activity", offers a distinctive academic environment built on its cherished values and unique heritage. Sixteen colleges comprise the academic organization of the University. Florida State offers baccalaureate degrees in 107 programs, master's degrees in 126 programs, advanced master's/specialist degrees in 25 programs, doctorates in 80 programs and three professional degrees. The university offers fully accredited programs in both law (J.D.) and medicine (M.D.). With more than 41,000 students enrolled in fall 2015, the student body was comprised of 78.3% undergraduates, 18.9% graduates and 2.8% unclassified. Women accounted for 55% of the enrollment and minorities made up 32.8% of student enrollment. During the fall 2015 semester, there were 22 freshmen and 46 total undergraduate National Merit Scholars enrolled at Florida State University. The middle 50% high school GPA for the summer/fall 2015 freshman class was 3.7-4.2 and middle 50% SAT scores were 1140-1270. Over the past decade, FSU students have won more than 300 nationally competitive awards totaling nearly $9 million dollars. These awards include three prestigious Rhodes scholarships, four Truman scholarships, eight Goldwater scholarships, 18 Hollings scholarships, four Pickering fellowships, 11 P.E.O. Scholar and International Peace Scholarship Awards, three NASA Earth and Space Fellowships, eight National Institutes of Health F31 Awards, four American Heart Association Predoctoral Fellowships, 16 National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowships, over 80 Fulbright student scholarships (which is the most in the state of Florida), and an FSU student was the first ever to win the Woodrow Wilson fellowship for a work of fiction. Our students have travelled to over 50 countries, expanding FSU’s influence around the globe. The University also ranks 38th among all public national universities in the U.S. News & World Report 2016 edition of "America's Best Colleges"—evidence that Florida State combines an outstanding education with economic value.

During FY16, the Office of Research received just under $200 million in external grant awards. 
	
Scale of sponsored research for FY 2016 is detailed below:
· External award dollars: $190,100,000
· Number of awards: 1,254
· Number of proposals: 1301
· Number of patent applications: 142
· Number of patents: 35
· Number of licenses: 9

Florida State University received nearly 27 million dollars in research funding from industry and other private sources in 2016. Industry-sponsored research funding provides educational and knowledge expansion opportunities at the University as well as giving industry access to the most up-to-date technology, cutting-edge research, and prospective employees. Industry partnerships many times lead to licensing of technology either developed as a result of the industry-sponsored research project or industry exposure to university technology. Also, technology-licensing relationships frequently result in the licensee sponsoring research in the laboratory that developed the licensed technology. Perhaps the best example of that at FSU was our synthesis and subsequent licensing of the anti-cancer drug Taxol. This has saved the lives of millions of women and also generated $352 million in licensing revenue for FSU.

Collaborative research relationships with other research institutions are a common occurrence at FSU, which results in knowledge expansion and new technology that is of commercial value. For example, recently a portion of the Zika drug portfolio developed at FSU was a collaborative effort with the National Institutes of Health and Johns Hopkins University. Each contributor provided expertise that, combined, resulted in discoveries that would have been less likely at a single institution. 

Colleges, Departments and Initiatives

Strozier Library and the seven other campus libraries contain more than 3,000,000 volumes, of which more than 1,100,000 are available electronically. The library subscribes to 1,047 databases and 95,299 e-journals. The library is a member of the Association of Research Libraries, the Center for Research Libraries, and the Association of Southeastern Research Libraries. Through the library user information system, students and faculty have access to the Education Index Retrospective & Education Full Text, ERIC (EBSCO, OCLC WorldCat Discovery, and Proquest), Educator’s Reference Complete, SAGE Research Methods Online, Dissertations & Theses (PQDT; Global and FSU-specific), and other indexes. 

The Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC) is the primary advocate for students with disabilities and monitors the environmental, social, and academic conditions affecting these individuals. As such, the SDRC works with faculty and staff to provide accommodations for the unique needs of students both in and out of the classroom. Its mission is to collaborate with and empower students to create accessible and inclusive environments by identifying, minimizing, and where possible, eliminating barriers to equal access while encouraging equal participation for students with disabilities. The Center’s Adaptive Technology Lab houses computers and other electronic devices used by students with special needs, including scanners, braille embossers, closed circuit televisions, and text readers. By providing support services at no cost to students with disabilities, the SDRC offers an opportunity for students to achieve their academic and personal goals. 

The Office of Distance Learning (ODL) provides leadership, policy guidance, faculty support and development, and other resources to promote, implement, facilitate, and assess University initiatives related to teaching enhancement and technology-mediated learning environments that support student academic achievement. ODL faculty and staff members collaborate with distance learning faculty and teaching assistants to promote instructional excellence through the use of effective educational and communications technologies, evidence-based instructional principles and strategies, and research studies on teaching innovations.

The Florida State University Center for Academic & Professional Development (CAPD) is the continuing education and academic program outreach entity for the campus, the community, and students. Housed in the new Augustus B. Turnbull III Florida State Conference Center, the experienced staff of CAPD support a variety of learning opportunities as they provide services to colleges, departments, and students on campus and online.
The College of Education (COE), ranked in the top 20% of the nation’s graduate schools by U.S. News and World Report, provides more than 40 academic programs that prepare administrators, teachers, researchers, policy makers, human service specialists, and other professionals via bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees, as well as specialist’s certifications, with many opportunities for online/distance learning. Students work alongside faculty to improve primary, secondary, and postsecondary education throughout both Florida and the nation with a foundation of strong academic preparation and extensive classroom experience. The College’s award-winning faculty members pursue research and scholarship that expands the frontiers of knowledge in their areas of expertise. Their cutting-edge research enriches and informs classroom teaching and their achievements gain national and international recognition. 

FSU-Teach is an innovative and collaborative program between Florida State University’s College of Arts and Sciences and College of Education that allows students to expand their understanding of their science or mathematics majors, explore the possibility of becoming mathematics or science teachers, and develop a deep knowledge of teaching. FSU-Teach rests on the collaboration between mathematics, science, and education faculty at FSU, as well as teaching experts in local schools, to simultaneously prepare students for a career in a mathematics or science profession, and the teaching of mathematics or science.

The Department of Biomedical Sciences is the basic science research and teaching arm of the College of Medicine.  The department includes 27 research faculty—20 tenured, 6 tenure track and 11 research faculty.  Research areas include neuroscience, genetics & genomics, molecular structure and function, cell biology and development, stem cell and cancer biology, and cardiovascular disease.  The department has continued to expand and grow in research strength and expertise, as evidenced by continued increases in both proposals as well as awards every year for the past five years.
The FSU Department of Computer Science (CS) at Florida State University offers Bachelor programs in Computer Science, three Master of Science tracks, and Doctoral degrees in Computer Science.  The department includes 27 faculty members—15 tenured, 6 tenure track and 6 teaching/specialist faculty.  FSU’s CS department is home to five NSF CAREER Award winners, a US Dept. of Energy Early Career Principal Investigator Award winner, an AFOSR Young Investigator Award winner, three Fulbright Scholar Award winners, an IEEE Fellow, ACM Distinguished Scientists, and a FSU Distinguished Research Professor. CS faculty are among the world’s leaders in Algorithms, Architecture, Databases, Distributed Systems, High-Performance Computing, Networking, Programming Languages and Compilers, Scientific Computing, Security, Software Engineering, and Vision.  Research and education programs are cutting edge.  The CS department has shown steady growth in proposal submissions and in the last year alone has over doubled both their awards both in number and dollar amount.
The FSU Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry is comprised of 32 research faculty with 26 tenured and 6 and tenure track. Awards and proposal numbers are impressive for the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry.  Proposals submitted have been increasing each year for the past five years and awards follow a similar trajectory. In the past five years (2011-2016), awards have totaled over $33 million dollars. Chemistry & Biochemistry faculty members and students continually receive accolades for their efforts.  Examples of successes include Dr. Thomas Albrecht-Schmidt’s recent $10 million award for a nuclear research center from the U.S. Department of Energy, Dr. Yan-Yan Hu’s 2017 Marion Milligan Mason Award from the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and a record number of highly competitive Graduate Research Fellowships from the National Science Foundation in 2017.  
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