
Lisa Waxman

Department of Interior Design

lwaxman@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Sustainability as it relates to the design of the built environment
•	Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
•	Health and well-being in the built environment

My research focuses on the role of place in well-being, which can include 
many elements of design, including sustainability.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
I have knowledge of the interior environment but would value 
collaboration with others with more knowledge of building shell and core, 
as well as neighborhood development.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
I have knowledge of LEED and how the design of the built environment can 
lead to more sustainable living



Jian Feng

Department of Biological Science

feng@bio.fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Epigenetics
•	Genomics
•	Neuropsychiatric disorders

Environmental factors play a key role on neuropsychiatric disorder development. Epigenetics 
emerges as an underpinning molecular mechanism to encode environmental alterations into gene 
expression changes, and ultimately behaviroal outputs. I am studying the epigenetic regulation of 
neuropsychiatric disorders, such as drug addiction and depression.  
 
I am currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking for collaborators on bioinformatic data analysis.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
 

I have extensive expertise in epigenetics/genomics



Laura Arpan

School of Communication

larpan@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Energy use reduction/energy efficiency
•	Promotion of pro-environmental behavior
•	Understanding adoption of new energy technologies

My research program examines various methods of encouraging pro-environmental behaviors, 
especially reduced energy use/greater efficiency. My work seeks to understand human motivations 
for energy use, energy technology adoption, and environmental behaviors in general. Most often, 
lack of knowledge isn’t the reason individuals fail to take needed action – motivation is the problem. 
I examine how personal values and social norms influence energy and environmental behaviors and 
how messages or information technologies can motivate behavior change.  

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 
By providing access to users of new energy related technologies or occupants of buildings with 
energy efficiency or environmentally friendly innovations. I would like to survey or interview 
individuals to determine how they interact with the technologies or buildings and what motivates 
their actions.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
 
I can help those who create technologies or programs to facilitate/encourage pro-environmental 
behaviors or those who design or manage buildings with energy efficiency or environmentally 
friendly innovations understand how humans might respond to those innovations and how to better 
facilitate adoption or adaptation. This is important, as humans sometimes respond in a manner that 
undermines the goals of the technology or innovation or fail to take actions needed to protect the 
environment.



Les Beitsch

Department of Behavioral Sciences
and Social Medicine

les.beitsch@med.fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Health laws’ impact on health outcomes
•	Public health services research

My research focuses on examing how health policies impact health 
outcomes. Environmental factors play a large role in this, and my research 
examines this through a state and local lens.

I am currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

Designing analyses that might contribute to a greater understanding of 
how health policies can impact health outcomes at the community level.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
 

Help environmental science folks examine health impacts of their work, 
and/or develop proxies for community health impact.



Tingting Zhao

Department of Geography

tzhao@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
•	Urban Sustainability
•	Cancer

My research focuses urban sustainability, especially measuring and modeling urban sprawl. I am also 
interested in cancer disparity resulting from socioeconomic and environmental aspects.

I am currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I’m looking forward to collaborative publication and grant proposal 
opportunities for project(s) that can use my GIS expertise or research area.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
 

My experience and interest in GIS and spatial analysis methods can be 
applied to many disciplines.



Ming Ye

Department of Earth, Ocean,
and Atmospheric Science

mye@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Hydrology
•	Karst
•	Biogeochemical Reactions

My research is focused on the impacts of biogeochemical reactions on water quality in various 
geological setting such as sand and karst media. My expertise is in numerical modeling. I am 
interested in the interactions between the processes that controls food, energy, and water in terms of 
environmental sustainability

I am currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

A potential collaborator may help me tackle an environmental problem 
from a physical/chemical perspective.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
 

I can help develop mathematical models for describing environmental 
problems, and solve the models using numerical methods.



Jeroen Ingels

Coastal and Marine Lab

jingels@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Marine Biology
•	Ecology
•	Environmental Change

My research is focused on marine biology and ecology, benthic ecosystems, climate change, trophic 
interactions, and meiofauna.

I am currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am interested in exploring collaborative proposals.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
 

I am interested in exploring collaborative proposals.



Youneng Tang

Department of Civil
and Environmental Engineering

ytang2@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Microbial Processes for Water Treatment
•	Microbial Enhanced Oil Recovery
•	Mathematical Modeling of Microbial Processes

My research is focused on 1) emerging contaminant removal from drinking-water; 2) resource 
recovery from landfill leachate

I am currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am currently looking for collaborators in 1) magnetic separation; 2) cellular 
and molecular biology (i.e., study of microbial ecology or metabolism); and 
3) possibly other areas

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
 

My lab has a set of equipment such as Ion Chromatography (IC), Gas 
Chromatography-Mass Spectrometry (GC-MS), and Spectrophotometry 
to characterize water quality. I also have extensive experience in 
mathematically modeling microbial processes such as biofilms in water 
treatment reactors and porous media.



Bruce Locke

Department of Chemical and 
Biomedical Engineering

blocke@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Water and Air Pollution Treatment
•	Green Chemical Processing 

My research is focused on the development of non thermal plasma reactors for water pollution 
treatment and green chemical synthesis.  I am currently working on the interactions of non thermal 
plasma with bacteria for the degradation of organic compounds in gases and liquids and the green 
chemical synthesis of other species

I am currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

 I am looking for expertise in microbial metabolism and bacteria that live 
in extreme environments. This would be very helpful in developing our 
research.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
 

I am interested in interdisciplinary research and proposals.



Juan Ordonez

Department of Mechanical
Engineering

jordonez@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Renewable Energy
•	Energy Systems Optimization
•	Algae Photobioreactors 

My research lies within the fields of heat transfer and thermodynamics and their application to 
the design, modeling and optimization of advanced energy systems. Specific areas of research 
include modeling and optimization of fuel cells and fuel cell systems, combined heat and power 
generation, photobioreactors for microalgae growth, optimization of solar energy systems, thermal 
management, water reduction in power generation, energy-water nexus.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

 I am looking for collaborators for large-scope proposals.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
 

I can provide expertise on modeling and optimization of energy systems, 
and their environmental impact.



Henry Carretta

Department of Behavioral Sciences 
and Social Medicine

henry.carretta@med.fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Chronic Disease
•	Autism
•	Alzheimers’ 

My research focuses on service utilization by adults with Autism covered by Medicare, program 
evaluation for Florida Medicaid waivers, and program evaluation for a behavioral health and physical 
health integration project

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking for collaborators for grant proposals on topics of mutual 
interest

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
 

Data management and analysis of very large medical claims files and other 
secondary data sources. 

Content knowledge about the epidemiology of various chronic disease. 
Program evaluation methods.



David Markell

College of Law

dmarkell@law.fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Climate Change
•	Environmental Compliance and Enforcement
•	Citizens’ Roles 

My research focuses on legal issues related to climate change, enforcement 
of environmental regulations, citizens’ roles in the environmental policy, 
and the role of technology in governance

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking for collaborators for grant proposals on topics of mutual 
interest

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
 

I have published six books and more than 40 articles and book chapters on 
administrative law and environmental law topics including climate change, 
compliance and enforcement, and North American environmental law and 
policy.  Four articles have been selected since 2000 through an annual peer 
review process as worthy of special recognition as contributions to legal 
scholarship in the field of environmental law.



Bill Landing

Department of Earth, Ocean, and
Atmospheric Science

wlanding@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Water Quality
•	Air Quality
•	Marine Biogeochemistry 

My research focuses on atmospheric inputs to the oceans which supply biologically-
essential trace elements (such as Mn, Fe, and Co) and are responsible for supporting 
phytoplankton growth a large regions of the global ocean. We collect aerosol samples on 
research cruise and study their chemistry and solubility to quantify the deposition (flux) of 
these essential trace elements to the oceans.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 
We would welcome collaborators who can use advanced imaging and analytical 
techniques (such as SEM/EDAX) to enable imaging of the aerosol particles and improve our 
understanding of what they are composed of.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
 
We have developed a variety of analytical methods to study the chemistry of particles, and 
those could be applied to the chemical analysis of all types of materials (nano-particles, 
soils and sediments, biological samples (like whole organisms or tissues).



Daniel Hallinan

Department of Chemical and 
Biomedical Engineering

dhallinan@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Energy Storage
•	Membrane Separations for Potable Water 

My research focuses on polymer membranes which can be used for safer, 
longer-lasting batteries,  water purification/desalination, and for carbon 
dioxide capture.

I am currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

We are looking new materials and for pressure-driven separation 
equipment.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
 

We synthesize amphiphilic block copolymers, form membranes, and 
conduct transport experiments.



Christopher Uejio

Department of Geography

cuejio@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Climate Change
•	Water Quality
•	Extreme Heat 

My research focuses on Environmental Health, Health/Medical Geography, Infectious Diseases, 
Climate Variability & Change, Resilience & Vulnerability, Adaptation, Indoor Environments, Extreme 
Heat, Personal Heat Exposure, Mosquitoborne Diseases, Water Quality

I am currently working on a proposal How can healthcare facilities can become more resilient to 
extreme events, and how outdoor workers cope with extreme heat.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 
I’m looking for collaborators with experience in: 
•	Design and test portable environmental sensors 
•	Biomarkers 
•	Laboratory Animal Studies 
•	Investigators working with cohorts of people 
•	Post-traumatic Stress Disorder

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
I provide expertise in: 
•	Epidemiology
•	Applied Statistics
•	Social Media Analysis
•	Computer Mapping,
•	Climate Change Projections



Andy Opel

School of Communication

aopel@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Environmental Communication Campaigns
•	Documentary Video Production
•	Climate Visuals 

My research focuses on partnering with interdisciplinary teams to use video to tell visual stories 
about environmental issues. For example, The Climate Witness Project is an effort to harness the 
power of personal narrative combined with visual presentations of data trends that confirm the 
eye witness account of a changing climate.

I am currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking to work with interdisciplinary teams that want to include a 
visual, public impact component to the project.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I am able to help other collaborators by bringing the video production and 
communication campaign strategy to a project.



Jessi Halligan

Department of Anthropology

jhalligan@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Paleoenvironmental reconstruction and human response
•	Sea level rise and archaeological site preservation
•	Peopling of the Americas 

I am a geoarchaeologist studying the first colonization of Florida and the environmental changes that 
occurred during the end of the Pleistocene, including sea level rise, megafauna extinction, and major 
cultural changes. I am working on proposals to collect paleoenvironmental data from numerous 
archaeological sites dating to the last 15,000 years in this area of Florida. This will include sediment 
analysis as well as archaeological excavations. 

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking to work with some other paleoenvironmental researchers who 
may be able to look at these data in ways I have not yet considered

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I will be collecting a great deal more paleoenvironmental data, and since 
it comes from archaeological contexts, it is at greater resolution that many 
other similar projects.



Justin Kennemur

Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry

kennemur@chem.fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Sustainable and Degradable Materials, Textiles, and Plastics

The Kennemur Research Group uses modern polymerization chemistry to produce frontier specialty 
materials for a variety of potential applications. We are using top platform chemicals from the 
refinement of agricultural waste to produce new polymers (plastics) from a synthetic approach. The 
sustainable source of these chemicals in addition to their potential for improved biodegradability will 
lead to alternative plastics from sources other than petroleum and potentially reduce the pollution 
footprint of plastics in our environment.

We are currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 
Chemical Engineers working on biomass refinement can help provide and identify new feedstocks 
for use in plastics development. 
Marine Ecologists can provide insight and controlled oceanic environments (water pH, temperature, 
salinity) to test developed plastics for decomposition. 
Biologists can help determine if decomposition by-products are environmentally benign and non-
toxic.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
Many plastics from biomass are also safe for use in the medicinal fields. Materials with specific 
properties that are not met by currently available systems may be targeted from a synthetic 
approach and refinement of structure-property relationships.



Sophie McCoy

Department of Biological Science

mccoy@bio.fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Climate Change
•	Marine Ecology
•	Carbon Cycle

My research focuses on climate change ecology, marine ecology, community ecology,  and 
ecophysiology.  I am currently working on a proposal on the physiological mechanisms of carbon use 
in seaweeds and how this scales up to community composition of seagrass communities in the Gulf 
of Mexico.

I am currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

A collaborator can help me branch out into different applications of my 
skills, specifically in community ecology and ecophysiology

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I can provide an ecological perspective to other systems not traditionally 
considered in that way (from a community angle to a population angle)



Tyler McCreary

Department of Geography

tmccreary@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Indigenous Peoples
•	Resource Development

My research focuses on Indigenous relationships with resource development.  I follow the question of land, thinking 
through the legal, political, and cultural geographies that inform how people organize relationships to environment. 
Second, I engage how Indigenous politics interface with labour markets. My research documents different scales 
of struggle over access to jobs—including the workplace, Indigenous territories, and state policy. Third, I explore 
community development, primarily using community-based research methodologies. Through this work, I have been 
interested in questions of social reproduction and how the structures of services such as food retailing and education 
impact the ability of Indigenous families to maintain and reproduce themselves on both a daily and generational 
basis.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am interested in potential research collaborations that bridge 
understanding natural-social systems as linked, but require a natural 
scientist to build that bridge. I also want to meet scholars working with 
Indigenous communities.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

My strengths lie in working with Indigenous communities and conducting 
community-based research. I am interested in how we can evaluate the 
social impacts of resource development.



Eric Coleman

Department of Political Science

ecoleman@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Environmental Policy
•	International Development

My research focuses on Oil and gas in Uganda, and deforestation in India.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am interested in identifying others at Florida State interested in these 
areas from difference disciplinary perspectives.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I am interested in multidisciplinary research and proposals.



Denise Von Glahn

College of Music

dvonglahn@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Acoustic Ecology
•	Music and Environment
•	Music and Cultural Geography

My research has focused on music, place, culture, and identity. My current project explores the 
different narratives that can be teased out of similar natural environments, specifically rivers. I use as 
my starting point composer Annea Lockwood’s piece “A Sound Map of the Hudson River,” to consider 
how preserving and combining select sounds suggests an idyllic environment. I am interested in the 
potential for music and the arts to increase environmental awareness and sensitivity. My ultimate 
goal is increasing people’s awareness of our complicity in the health of the environment.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I welcome the expertise and input of collaborators in the sciences, 
especially, who see the potential of the arts to heighten awareness of and 
increase people’s attention to the environment.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I can provide a perspective seldom invited or considered valuable in 
contemporary discussions of environmental issues or initiatives, that of the 
musicologist.



Shi-Ling Hsu

College of Law

shsu@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Climate Change
•	Carbon Taxation
•	Climate Adaptation

My research focuses on Economic implications of carbon taxation, climate 
policies, state and local government policies on climate change.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I have graduate degrees in Ecology and Economics, but don’t actively use 
my training. A collaborator might help me draw those out.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

Although I don’t actively use my ecological and economic training, I am 
literate enough to work with those in those areas.



James Elsner

Department of Geography

james.elsner@gmail.com

Research Interests:
•	Weather
•	Climate
•	Storms

My research focuses on human vulnerability to tornadoes. Primarily I am 
interested in why some areas of the country are more vulnerable to tornado 
casualties than others.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking for a collaborator to help identify demographic data, and to 
assist with modeling building and interpretation.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I have expertise in spatial statistical models.



John Mathias

College of Social Work

jmathias@umich.edu

Research Interests:
•	Environmental Justice
•	Climate Change
•	Environmental Ethics

My current research explores experiences of and beliefs about climate 
change in Florida. I plan to study how the differing values of climate change 
believers, skeptics, and deniers may inform their experiences of the natural 
world and vice-versa.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I have only recently arrived at FSU and am mainly looking for interlocutors 
whose interests, broadly speaking, intersect with my own.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I have extensive experience in ethnographic research and community 
engagement, both internationally and within the US. I have conducted 
anthropological research on environmental justice and community 
organizing in India.



Jeff Chanton

Department of Earth, Ocean,
and Atmospheric Science

jchanton@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Greenhouse Gas Emissions
•	Peatland Organic Matter Preservation
•	Sea Level Rise

My current research explores the response of large organic stores to 
perturbations, particularly temperature changes. I am also interested in 
shore line erosion on barrier islands.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking for collaborators who have expertise in GIS, mapping, and 
various types of chemical analysis.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I am willing to lend my expertise to potential projects of mutual interest.



Jill Pable

Department of Interior Design

jpable@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Environments for Homeless Persons
•	Environmental Psychology

My current research focuses on improving the design of architectural 
environments for disadvantaged populations. I am interested in identifying 
psychological association cues prompted by homeless shelter physical 
architecture that support or suppress residents’ sense of self identity
I am currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am always seeking collaborators from other allied fields, especially 
psychology, social work and similar. I am interested in partnering and 
learning from someone with an eye toward quantitative analysis.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I can brainstorm problems and research questions well. I also manage a 
non-profit website organization called Design Resources for Homelessness 
(designresourcesforhomelessness.org) where findings can be disseminated 
for practical adoption by members of the public, design practitioners and 
researchers. 



Vasu Misra

Department of Earth Ocean and 
Atmospheric Science

vmisra@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Tropical Meteorology
•	Climate Variations
•	Climate Change

My current research focuses on climate projection over Florida using regional climate models; 
Understanding Indian monsoon variations; Predicting size and rainfall volume of tropical cyclones. I 
am interested in examining the tropical Atlantic variations in climate models and observations.

I am currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking to expand in areas climate applications in human health, risk 
assessment and management, energy generation/consumption and water 
management.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I can provide climate related data either for current and or future climate 
over a specific region outside of the polar latitudes.



Mark Bourassa

Center for Ocean Atmospheric
Prediction Studies

mbourassa@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Air/Sea Interaction
•	Remote Sensing
•	The Earth Observing System

My research topics are related to (1) remote sensing of weather, typically ocean winds and monsoons 
rain and clouds, (2) Development of remote sensing of surface currents (and in situ validation), 
(3) Improving understand of physical processes governing air/sea interaction, and (4) practical 
applications of all the above.

I am currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

Colleagues with expertise in related areas are very useful in making more 
use of the knowledge gained and in developing interdisciplinary goals for 
science and applications.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I can speak language of meteorologists, physical oceanographers and 
engineers. I know the capabilities and limitations of most types of 
atmospheric and ocean observations. I am familiar with the process for 
developing satellite missions and in situ observing programs, as well 
as national and international collaborators. If the coupling between 
atmosphere and ocean is an important part of the problem, my group is 
among the best to work with.



James Justus

Department of Philosophy

jjustus@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Environmental Ethics
•	Environmental Decision Making
•	Philosophy of the Environmental Sciences

My research focuses on the philosophy of science, environmental 
philosophy, formal epistemology.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

Invite me to contribute to proposals for which a conceptual / ethical / 
theoretical aspect makes a philosophical perspective potentially useful

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I could contribute to project proposals that include a conceptual / ethical / 
theoretical component for which a philosopher might have valuable input.



Tanya Peres

Department of Anthropology

tanya.peres@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Human-Environment Interactions
•	Niche Construction
•	Human Management of Animals

I’m interested in the relationships between humans and their environments, and humans and 
animals - especially in terms of animals as subsistence and resources that were managed. I work 
on archaeological sites that date from ca. 9000 BP to AD 1704. My main focus is the Southeastern 
US, but I also maintain research interests in Mexico, Panama, and Scotland. Two recent projects 
focus on turkey population management ca. AD 1300 in the American South and the other on the 
management of freshwater gastropods ca. 9,000 BP.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:

A potential collaboration is someone that is willing to think outside the 
box, be interested in how humans have manage might be skilled in stable 
isotope analysis, ancient DNA, radiometric dating, archival research, textual 
analysis, digital humanities, or environmental reconstruction

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I have access to well preserved environmental datasets that date back to 
at least 9000 years ago from the interior Southeast and to approximately 
3500 years ago from the Gulf Coast of Florida (Big Bend and Ft. Myers Beach 
area).



Jocelyn Elya

Center for Ocean Atmospheric
Prediction Studies

jelya@coaps.fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Marine Data Informatics
•	Computer Science
•	Marine Meteorology

My research is in marine data management and informatics, searching for 
new, efficient ways to process and serve marine meteorological and near-
surface oceanographic data to the user community in well-documented, 
easy-to-use formats.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:

Potential collaborators could help explore new ways to process and 
serve marine data and expand the Marine Data Center’s reach with 
interdisciplinary projects and outreach initiatives.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I can lend my expertise in scientific programming and marine data 
management.



Tim Chapin

Department of Urban and
Regional Planning

tchapin@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Coastal Development Patterns
•	Regional Land Planning
•	Large Landscape Preservation

My research focuses on analyzing development patterns and development 
outcomes in coastal communities in Florida, and promoting sustainable 
development policy in local, regional, and state government.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:

As Dean of the college, I welcome opportunities to build connections 
within and outside of FSU with Environmental faculty in the College of 
Social Sciences and Public Policy

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I have substantial experience seeking and securing state resources to 
support applied research, having worked with several state agencies, 
including the Florida Departments of Transportation; Emergency 
Management; Economic Opportunity; and Environmental Protection.



Annika A. Culver

Department of History

aculver@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Environmental History
•	Ornithology
•	Wildlife/Bird Conservation

My current research is on Oliver L. Austin, Jr., an American ornithologist who worked for the Allied Occupation of 
Japan to set up wildlife and conservation policies for the Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers. I am interested 
in how he related to other Japanese scientists and engaged in successful collaborative research during a time of 
the emerging Cold War, and when Japan was embracing democracy  post-WWII while shedding its militaristic past--
including in biological research. International collaboration becomes a means for the Japanese scientists to re-enter 

the world stage through peaceful, transnational endeavors with their former enemy.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
I would like to learn more about the actual practice of ornithology in the US. This includes personal 
interviews, going on a bird-banding expedition here in Florida, looking at how birds are caught for 
study in US mist-nets, and hearing about the latest trends in the field in comparison to the early and 
mid-twentieth century. How are birds now protected in the US? How do American ornithologists 
exchange information and collaborate with colleagues internationally? 

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
I can bring a historical perspective to the study of environmental problems. My focus on East 
Asia could also allow a scientist or sociologist access to sources to understand the histories and 
cultures of the nations that I research historically. I also teach a graduate course at FSU entitled, “The 
Environmental History of East Asia,” which covers the modern to contemporary period and how 
industrialization and modernity impacted the natural and human environment in China, Japan, and 
Korea



Yangxing Zheng

Center for Ocean Atmospheric 
Prediction Studies

yzheng@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Variability of Asian-Australian Monsoon System
•	Physical Meteorology
•	Large-scale Ocean-atmosphere Interaction

My research focuses on understanding the physical processes and 
mechanisms that modulate Asian-Australian monsoons. 

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:

I am looking for a collaborator to provide environmental research and/or 
applications associated with the Asian monsoons and air-sea interaction.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I can provide knowledge and guidance to solving environmental problems 
related to variability of monsoons as well as air-sea interaction.



Erin Ryan

College of Law

eryan@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Environmental, Natural Resources, and Water Law; 
•	Multilevel Environmental Governance and Negotiated Federalism
•	Space Law and Extraterrestrial Natural Resources

I am a national expert on multilevel environmental governance, negotiated governance, and 
environmental federalism, including statutory programs of cooperative environmental federalism in 
the U.S. (e.g., the Clean Air and Water Acts) and unfolding environmental governance efforts in China. 
I also work on water resources, climate governance, and am venturing into the regulation of natural 

resources in space.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:

I would be open to considering interdisciplinary collaborations that 
partner environmental law and science in pursuit of meaningful real-world 
application

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I am willing to lend my expertise to potential projects of mutual interest.



Steven Morey

Center for Ocean Atmospheric 
Prediction Studies

smorey@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Ocean Circulation and Modeling
•	Fisheries Oceanography
•	Coastal Oceanography

My current research focuses on understanding and simulating ocean circulation from very small 
scales to basin scales using observations and numerical modeling. Most of my research projects have 
direct applications to problems in marine ecology, oil spill prediction, coastal inundation, air-sea 
interaction, and marine engineering

I am currently working on a proposal in this area.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:

I am always looking to collaborate with researchers from other disciplines 
who are investigating topics for which ocean physics may play a role. 
Collaborations leading to novel applied research will open up more funding 
opportunities as funding for basic research in ocean science dwindles.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I am experienced in collaborating with scientists from a diverse array of 
disciplines. I have the ability to effectively communicate my results to 
collaborators with different expertise, and to learn from others so that 
we can synthesize our results to effectively address problems that are 
interdisciplinary in nature.



Ryan Rodgers

National High Magnetic
Field Laboratory

rodgers@magnet.fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Oil Weathering
•	Oil Toxicity
•	Molecular Characterization of Contaminants

My current research focuses on understanding molecular characterization via high resolution mass 
spectrometry and chromatographic separations.

I am currently working on a proposal in this area, related to the weathering of oil from the Deepwater 
Horizon spill.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:

I am always looking to collaborate with researchers who can provide 
expertise in biology, microbiology, and other areas of environmental 
science.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I provide expertise in analytical chemistry / understanding the molecular 
composition of complex mixtures and how they change.



Horacio Rousseau

College of Business
Department of Management

hrousseau@business.fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Environmental Nonprofits,
•	Community Sustainability
•	Corporate Response to Environmental/Social Challenges

 My current paper extends prior research on value creation to the context of nonprofit 
organizations and explores the institutional conditions under which environmental nonprofits 
create social value by improving the environmental performance of their communities. Our 
framework combines strategic and institutional tenets to uncover how institutional actors shape 
social value creation.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking to develop interdisciplinary research collaborations that may 
enhance our understanding of how different types of organizations may 
help their communities become more sustainable

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

By offering a management/organization theory lens into the phenomenon. 
I also have a large dataset of US communities and nonprofits that may be 
interesting for doing research



John Lowe

College of Nursing

jrlowe@fsu.edu

Research Interests:

•	Indigenous/Native American health disparity/health equity 
 
My research focuses on Health Disparitites and Health Equity among 
Indigenous and Native American populations.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking for collaborators who can help study the environmental 
impact on opioid use/misuse among Indigenous communities, and  
the environmental impact on obesity/diabetes among Indigenous 
communities. 

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

As one of the few Native American and Indigenous nurse scientists in the 
United States and world-wide, I conduct research that impacts the health 
of Native American and Indigenous communities. Our health disparity and 
health equity issues, in particular substance use and obesity/diabetes, are 
impacted by environmental factors. 



Andrew Rassweiler

Department of Biological Science

rassweiler@bio.fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Ecology
•	Conservation Biology
•	Natural Resource Management

 
I am a marine ecologist who studies how spatial regulations for managing natural resources can be 
designed to achieve both conservation and economic goals. This work has mostly focused on the 
design of marine protected areas, although I am also interested in regulations for other activities 
(e.g., fisheries, aquaculture). 

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 
I ask questions at the interface between ecology and social science, but my training is in ecology, 
so collaborating with researchers who understand the human side of those questions is essential. I 
also study systems across large spatial scales, working with people who understand the key physical 
processes (e.g., ocean currents) that structure marine systems. My best work has been made possible 
by combining methods and perspectives from across disciplines.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
I can develop ecological or biological simulation models, or assemble and analyze large data sets. I 
am a population and community ecologist with quite broad interests, and am willing to collaborate 
on a wide range of topics. My work has mostly been on spatial questions about nearshore marine 
systems, but has regularly ranged outside those boundaries.



Cheryl Xu

Department of Mechanical 
Engineering

cxu@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Material 
•	Aerospace 
•	Automation

 
My research focuses on the advanced manufacturing of multifunctional ceramic composites, 
especially on their electric/dielectric and thermal properties, and manufacturing, high temperature 
sensor design and manufacturing Manufacturing process optimization and control through artificial 
intelligence, and understanding the fundamental physics of advanced manufacturing process and 
integrating machine learning into manufacturing process.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking for collaborators for potential interdisciplinary research and 
funding opportunities.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I am looking for collaborators for potential interdisciplinary research and 
funding opportunities.



Rob Duarte

Department of Art

rduarte@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Fine Art
•	Critical Design
•	Waste Material Recovery

 
REBOOT Laboratory is a studio in which artists and designers work collaboratively with the lab’s 
director Rob Duarte to create works that utilize the waste materials produced by capitalism and 
conspicuous consumption. Our approach is rooted in the visual arts and is driven by our collective 
knowledge of process, materials, and hands-on experimentation.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 
In addition to collaborative art and design projects based around waste materials, we are interested 
in how these materials can be used in projects from other domains - particularly those where 
the source and history of the material can be acknowledged and considered. Specifically, we are 
interested in collaborating on projects that might incorporate waste plastic material, or environment-
related projects that produce objects, instruments, or tools related to consumer waste.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:
The REBOOT Laboratory is housed at the FSU Facility for Arts Research, which has space and power 
for equipment that might benefit a collaborative project. We are also able to collaborate on thinking 
about design and fabrication related issues. The lab itself houses some small-scale, in-house tools 
for working with waste plastic to create individual objects or prototypes. These resources can be 
brought to bear on projects that have the potential to acknowledge and consider the social, cultural, 
political, or environmental implications of waste material, as well as its physical, formal, and aesthetic 
qualities.



Sastry Pamidi

Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering

pamidi@eng.famu.fsu.edu

Research Interests:

•	Electrical Energy/Power Efficiency
•	Superconducting Power Systems
•	Renewable Power Integration
 
My research focuses on energy efficiency through superconducting power 
systems.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking for collaborators to help with environmental impact studies 
of reduced power consumption and increased energy efficiency of 
superconducting power systems.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I can be partner in large scale power system modernization studies with 
superconducting technologies and renewable integration.



Richard Feiock

Askew School of Public 
Administration and Policy

rfeiock@fsu.edu

Research Interests:

•	Environmental Urban Policy

My research focuses on Urban Infrastructure for Healthy Sustainable Cities, 
Sustainability Governance, Green Buildings, Virtual Information Framework 
for data sharing, and Smart and Connected Cities.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking for collaborators for potential multidisciplinary proposal 
opportunities.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I can be provide social science, government, governance and policy 
expertise in multidisciplinary contexts.



Gang Chen

Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering

gchen@eng.fsu.edu

Research Interests:

•	Contamination Remediation, 
•	Climate Change and 
•	Contaminant Fate and Transport

My current research focuses on solid waste management and leachate 
treatment nutrient cycling, and biochar applications.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking for collaborators to help with watershed modeling.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I can provide expertise in nutrient fate and transport, laboratory and field 
data, and antimicrobial fate and transport mechanisms.



Simon Foo

Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering

sfoo@fsu.edu

Research Interests:

•	Solar Cells
•	Machine Learning
•	Micro- and Nano-sensors

My current research focuses on the design and fabrication of high-efficiency 
polymer solar cells, artificial intelligence and big data analytics, design of 
electronic sensors for remote sensing.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking to collaborate with someone who has an interesting 
application(s) where data analysis or remote sensing is needed. 

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I can provide solutions in the areas of renewable energy and remote 
sensing.



Michael Blaber

Department of Biomedical Sciences

michael.blaber@med.fsu.edu

Research Interests:

•	Translational Research 
•	Protein Folding
•	Protein Design

My current research focuses on protein folding, evolution & design.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

I am looking for collaborators for potential interdisciplinary research and 
funding opportunities.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I am looking for collaborators for potential interdisciplinary research and 
funding opportunities.



Raphael Kampmann

Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering

kampmann@eng.fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Sustainable Construction Materials
•	Cementitious Materials

•	Structural Materials

My group focuses on traditional and emerging construction materials. We often conduct 
verification tests, but also focus on novel materials via fundamental research. It is our 
intention to improve the sustainability of construction materials, and specifically the 
cement industry.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 

The group would benefit from researchers that focus on atomistic modeling 
and/or analyses of materials. Researchers with an interest in Market 
Analyses, Industry Development, Global CO2 Emissions, or Sustainability 
Issues During Manufacturing would be valuable collaborators as well.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

We provide expertise in the design and testing of materials (for 
construction). From nano-scale analysis, material-scale testing, to 
destructive experiments at the structural-scale, we can assist with proofs of 
concepts and verification testing.



Tisha Holmes

Department of Urban and 
Regional Planning

ttholmes@fsu.edu

Research Interests:
•	Climate Change 
•	Hazards Planning

•	Coastal Planning

I am working on a project which evaluates regional and local government planning 
responses to sea level rise in Florida. I am also engaged in a program that administers 
the CDC Building Resilience against Climate Effects (BRACE) initiative in Florida. We work 
with county health departments to develop adaptation projects and evaluation plans in 
responding to the threats posed by climate change to human health.

How a Collaborator Could Help Me:
 
Collaborating with scholars working on climate change modelling, ecological and/or 
economic impacts of climate change will enable me to link the planning process and 
community engagement research with projections and impact assessments in order to 
better inform my analysis/recommendations.

How I Could Help a Collaborator:

I can contribute by developing applied community level / action based research 
components on projects through survey data collection/analysis and participatory 
planning, visioning and scenario building exercises with marginalized and vulnerable 
groups.


