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OHSP and IRB News

On-going News:

COVID-19 and Human Research. Research activities involving in-person interventions or interactions with human subjects are

still subject to FSU COVID-19-related policy and restrictions that were approved by the Board of Governors of the State

University System of Florida. Many restrictions have been relaxed. For further information about the policy, restrictions, and tools

to accordingly conform human research, go here (/research-offices/ohsp/covid-19-and-human-research-studies/) or click on

the COVID-19 & Human Research tab on the left.

Conflict Administration Management System (CAMS) and Conflicts of Interest:

The January 10, 2022 launch of FSU's new Conflicts Administration and Management System (CAMS) will affect the IRB

workflow and review of RAMP IRB (https://myramp.research.fsu.edu/) submissions, including possible delay in IRB

review and how any conflicts of interest must be disclosed to human research participants (human subjects); refer to our FAQ

(/research-offices/ohsp/faqs/#SpecificQuestions) #9 under Specific Questions for additional, detailed information

about these affects. While conflicts of interest disclosures to human research participants are subject to the IRB's review and

approval, the CAMS module is not under the auspices of the OHSP or IRB; visit this CAMS  (https://cams-project.fsu.edu/) project

web site to learn more about CAMS.

RAMP SYSTEM DOWNTIME JANUARY 7-10, 2022:

The RAMP (https://myramp.research.fsu.edu/) system, to include the RAMP IRB module, will be taken offline at 5PM on

Friday, January 7, 2022 and unavailable for your use until after 8AM on Monday, January 10. The downtime is required so that

FSU may prepare for the January 10, 2022 launch of its new Conflicts Administration and Management System (CAMS)

module. During this time you will not have ANY access to your RAMP IRB materials (communications, IRB-approved protocols,

consent forms, etc.) or any RAMP IRB resources (templates, forms, guides). 

To prepare for this RAMP downtime, as well as possible delay in return to functionality, you should plan to prepare your RAMP

IRB submissions and access any RAMP IRB library resources (templates, forms etc.) before or after this time period. RAMP

system notifications will when any RAMP module is accessed before this planned downtime be provided to users as detailed

reminders. Also note some delays in human research regulatory review may result due to system downtime and/or if the RAMP

system is not restored to functionality as planned. For questions, contact us at humansubjects@fsu.edu  or 850-644-7900

(automated call answering with voice menu system to direct you to needed points of contact).

RAMP System Upgrade October 25, 2021:

The RAMP (https://myramp.research.fsu.edu/) system had a system-wide upgrade, including to the RAMP IRB module.

Several new features are intended to improve convenience and functionality for end users, including performing searches within

one's own submissions or content to which one has permission to access; personalizing the appearance of tables in the RAMP
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IRB dashboard; and "pinning" certain recently viewed submissions for focused attention. For additional information and

instructions, refer to pages 3 and 15-16 of the RAMP IRB Researcher's Guide,  available in RAMP IRB

(https://myramp.research.fsu.edu/), under the IRB and Help Center tabs. For additional upgrade information provided by

the FSU RAMP Support Office, go here (https://ramp.research.fsu.edu/upgrade-information/) or to

https://ramp.research.fsu.edu/upgrade-information/.

Frequently Asked Questions Revised and Posted:

New and revised Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) have been posted on the Office for Human Subjects Protection (OHSP)

web site, and are now organized in an easier more accessible format, including in 3 broad categories: general, RAMP IRB-

related and specific FAQs. FAQs are drawn from the inquiries posed by the University research community. Answers include

useful links and helpful graphics. FAQ topics include what research activities may be subject to IRB or other human research

regulatory review; how IRB review is performed and review turn-around; how to access RAMP IRB and how to check the status

of IRB submissions; what to do if you leave FSU; and what to do if there are incidents related to your study. Other FAQs are

forthcoming and the FAQ page will be regularly updated to reflect researchers’ questions, comments and concerns. To access

the FAQs, visit OHSP's FAQ page (/research-offices/ohsp/faqs/), or go to

https://www.research.fsu.edu/research-offices/ohsp/faqs/ (/research-offices/ohsp/faqs/).

New Student-led Research Resources Published:

The Office for Human Subjects Protection (OHSP) is please to announced availability of a new OHSP web page, guidance and

other resources pertaining to student-led human research. Materials include an overview of how student-led research may

require OHSP and IRB review, including an easy review algorithm; a guidance document for quick reference; student-led

research FAQs, including a link to a RAMP IRB workflow explainer; and key tips. Click on the Student-Led Research tab on the

left or use this link (/research-offices/ohsp/student-led-research/) to access the Student-led Research web page.

FSU Policy on Human Subjects Revised:

FSU Policy 7-IRB-0 (Human Subjects) has been revised effective February 3, 2021. Revisions primarily include rendering the

University Human Subjects policy consistent with applicable and recently revised federal regulations; conforming to institutional

changes in responsible executive and approving official; and, with regard to the prior version, clarifying responsibilities, reducing

redundancy and removing ambiguity. Access the 7-IRB-0 University Human Subjects Policy here  in the RAMP IRB Library or

at here  on the FSU's Policy page.

New IRB Chair Appointed:

James (Jim) Whyte, PhD has been appointed to replace Tom Jacobson as the next Chair of the FSU Institutional Review Board

(IRB). Dr. Whyte’s appointment is effective December 10, 2020. Please join the IRB and OHSP in welcoming Dr. Whyte to his

new IRB role. Dr. Whyte is Professor with Tenure in the FSU College of Nursing; he holds a Florida license to practice, has

Board certification in 3 specialties, and is an elected Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing and Distinguished Scholar and

Fellow of the National Academies of Practice. Dr. Whyte has a lengthy history of service, teaching, research, and clinical care,

and is a recipient of numerous grant awards, including as Principal Investigator. Dr. Whyte has served on the FSU IRB for over 9

years. More about Dr. Whyte can be found at this College of Nursing faculty page  (https://nursing.fsu.edu/people/james-whyte-iv).

Revised Determination Form Released:
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OHSP releases a substantially revised Determination of Human Subjects Research Form (HRP-503d - Template Determination

Form) template for use. The template must be used to submit and request an official determination from OHSP about whether a

proposed study or activity requires submission of a full protocol for regulatory or Institutional Review Board (IRB) review. To

access the new template, go to this RAMP IRB template link .

New Guidance for Creating Research Repositories:

Creation and use of study volunteer repositories or registries for research purposes is subject to federal law and requires FSU

IRB review, approval and on-going oversight. More detailed information, including applicable federal law and related guidance

as well as resources and new templates for use may be found at this OHSP Volunteer Registries link (/research-

offices/ohsp/volunteer-registries-for-research-recruitment/).
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Contact Information
Office for Human Subjects Protection (OHSP) 

2010 Levy Avenue 

Bldg. B Suite 276 

Tallahassee FL, 32306-2742 

Ph: (850) 644-7900 (automated call answering with voice menu system allowing callers to be routed quickly and efficiently to

needed points of contact) 

Fax: (850) 644-4392 

humansubjects@fsu.edu 

View Staff Listing (/research-offices/ohsp/staff-listing/)
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